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the paper, wipe out with a sponge the coloured inks, and
beneath them discover the four cities and gain possession of
the treasures. All held their breath during this exposition,
and when it came to an end they agreed that it must be so.
After questioning Soleiman as to how long his master was
going to remain in those parts, they took leave of him to
his infinite relief, and continued their journey.

The Arabs no doubt intended to return at a later date,
but fortunately the picture was soon sufficiently completed,
and Hunt was able to prepare for his return to Jerusalem,
where he would paint the goat, the ground upon which it
stood and the clouds. In order that he might be able to
reconstruct the ground he collected salt from the margin of
the sea and arranged to take this back with him. The
departure took place soon after sunrise, but in the course
of the journey there were delays, difficulties and dangers
in plenty. The principal baggage-mule fell at the edge of a
sharp declivity; the unfortunate goat became ill, and was
carried for a time on the picture-case, but later sank and
expired. As the party approached to within a few miles of
Hebron, musket-shots could be heard ahead; later a body of
more than fifty Arabs bore down upon the travellers, and
Hunt's horse was seized by the bridle and himself by the
arm. He describes the assailants as livid in the face, black-
ened with powder, and with eyes bloodshot. The word
" Dismount 1 " was shouted, and he was about to obey, when
another voice yelled, " No ; stop ! " Reseating himself,
Hunt, with his party, was then sent forward towards Hebron,
his men in the rear screaming the while to such an extent
as to make him believe that they were being murdered.
Soon it became apparent that the Arabs were on the point of
withdrawing. Hunt and his train advanced until they
came under fire from large forces that occupied a position